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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 2014/15 TPC RESPONSIBILITIES: 
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY REMIT MinMim  COUNCILLOR(S) COUNCILLOR 
CHAIRMAN   Carol Pratt 

VICE CHAIRMAN   Geoff Bagnall 

FINANCE COMMITTEE Report & recommendations to 
full Council  

4 Carol Pratt, Geoff Bagnall, 
Richard Cheetham, Susan Sprules 

PLANNING COMMITTEE Report & recommendations to 
full Council re Planning 
Applications, Stansted Airport, 
Housing Policy, SSE PC Liaison  

4 Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia 
Barber, Geoff Bagnall, John Mitchell 

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT   Brian Baldwin  

SPORTS FIELD    John Green 

RECREATION GROUND   John Green 

RIGHTS OF WAY/ 
FOOTPATHS/LAND 

Rights of Way/Footpaths/Land 
Tree Warden, Flitch Way 

2 Tina Domigan, Trevor Allen, 
 John Green, John Mitchell 

MOLEHILL GREEN * Green, Hall & Community  Carol Pratt 

POLICE LIASON/PUBLIC SAFETY   Trevor Allen 

PUBLICITY Notice Boards, Website, Newsletter, 
Grapevine, Press 

 David Daykin 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION   John Green 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL POLICY Including  Localism Act  Geoff Bagnall  

PARISH PLAN   David Daykin & Susan Sprules  

PUBLIC AMENITY WORKING GP 
Maintenance & improvement of 
public spaces 

3 David Daykin, John Green, Trevor 
Allen, Sue Sprules, Pat Burnett 

EMERGENCY PLANNING  
Coordinating key contacts & 
resources 

 Pat Burnett & Clerk/Asst Clerk 
  

SCHOOL HOUSE WORKING GP 
Consider the future (Use & 
Ownership) 

 Carol Pratt, Richard Cheetham, 
Tricia Barber, Pat Burnett, Tina 
Domigan, Trevor Allen 

Youth Group Liaison & secretary  Linda Steer 

*NOTE: Cllrs. Carol Pratt & Trevor Allen are trustees of Molehill Green Village Hall 

TPC REPRESENTATIVES: 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR/RESIDENTS 
Essex Assoc. of Local Councils Clrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Area Forums (incl. PCT) Clr Tricia Barber, Clr Richard Cheetham 

Parish Passenger /Transport Gps Phyllis Altham (resident) 

Priors Green Working Party Clrs Carol Pratt, Geoff Bagnall 

Localism Working Group(Coordinator) Clr Geoff Bagnall 

Takeley History Society & School Clr Trevor Allen 

Silver Jubilee Hall Clr Trevor Allen 

SSE Parish Liaison Group Clrs Richard Cheetham &  Tricia Barber 

Health Provision Susan Sprules 

All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2014 

 
This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk
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Editorial  

In which the editor suffers seasonal discomfort, is 
seriously inconvenienced and discharges effluent 
into the time and space continuum. 
 
 
I always know when summer has finally arrived: I succumb to my annual bout 
of hay fever. Every time that friends ‘phone, the same conversation takes 
place: 
“Bello, dis is Paul.” 
“Are you alright?” 
“I’m fide, really.” 
“Well you sound awful. Have you just woken up?” 
“Wad dime issit?” 
“Nearly lunch time.” 
“DAT early? It’s by hay fever. I cad sleep. ” 
I am then treated to gentle solicitations and suggestions of herbal remedies - 
Deadly Nightshade seems to be a favourite. A few kindly souls suggest that I 
present myself to the nearest vet to be put out of my misery. I reply with a 
series of loudly ostentatious snuffles, coughs and splutters of feeble 
gratitude. 
Sympathy duly obtained, I go back to hibernation, secure in the knowledge 
that hay fever has caused me to oversleep and it’s nothing to do with 
watching back to back episodes of Star Trek until sunrise. Anyway, mornings 
are an urban myth. They don’t exist. I know this to be true as the Earth is flat. 
So there!  
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Meanwhile, I continue to be bewildered by the arcane machinations of local 
government. Field after field around Takeley is being converted into yet more 
housing. Whatever one’s feeling about development, it is fairly inevitable that 
this should happen in line with the growth in general population. What I fail to 
grasp, however, is the logic in creating development in the absence of 
essential services, notably schools. The planned and, indeed, existing 
development in the village has already overwhelmed the capacity of Takeley 
Primary School and there are now many families for whose children there will 
be no primary school places in Takeley. That is the present situation. 
I find it remarkable that the planners (used generically here) have allowed a 
situation like this to occur, for they have been regularly warned of this 
situation. 
I put this to a friend of mine who works for the District Council and it was 
suggested that the village should make representations to the County 
Council, as it is they who are responsible for education. How unsurprising. 
Which brings me to the nub of my argument. The ridiculous separation of 
responsibilities results in a Byzantine system, which allows blame to be 
shifted indefinitely and is too ponderous to respond to legitimate concerns.  
There is a housing estate in our village where 
the residents are grappling with serious parking 
problems, about which I have received much 
correspondence. When the District Council was 
approached, the residents were told that the 
problem was the responsibility of the Highways 
Department. When the Highways Department 
was approached, the residents were informed 
that nothing could be done because the roads in 
question had not been adopted.  
Really? 
The residents contacted the developers who furnished them with a letter that 
showed that the roads had been adopted. The Highways Department then 
admitted that, yes, they had made a mistake. However, nothing could be 
done because it was not their policy to institute any changes during the first 
seven years of a road’s adoption. Kafka couldn’t have written anything better! 
Inertia and officialdom triumph again. To the average man or woman in the 
street, it appears that the whole local government system is designed to be 
as opaque and unresponsive as possible. The mere mention of our District 
Council in conversation tends to promote howls of derisory laughter. Well, 
that is my experience. 
But when the population loses faith in governance, bad things tend to follow.  
To the officials concerned, I might quote from Shakespeare:  
“I would challenge you to a battle of wits, but I see you are unarmed!”  
Time for some leadership, methinks. Inconvenience is no excuse for failing to 
face hard truths. 
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And talking of convenience, I am reminded of the apocryphal tale (is that an 
anachronism?)  of a certain disgraced Roman centurion. 
Roman toilets were communal affairs and the users of these conveniences 
were provided with sponges on sticks, soaked in vinegar, with which to 
cleanse themselves. After use, they would be replaced in a receptacle full of 
vinegar to await the next client of convenience. They were known as 
communal sponge sticks. Now, this particular unfortunate had suffered some 
sort of humiliation and saw suicide as the only honourable recourse. 
Therefore, the unhappy man dispatched himself by ramming the communal 
sponge stick down his throat. 
Not, of course, that I would ever suggest … 
However, my grandfather, a solicitor in Soho, achieved some notoriety in the 
nineteen twenties when he emptied the contents of his chamber pot from the 
window of a car while being driven down Oxford Street. Strangely, he 
showed little sympathy for his long-suffering clerk. 
The poor man was hard at work when a large tomcat relieved itself on his 
head from the open skylight above the desk. “Oh Mister Campbell, it’s gone 
all over my head,” he wailed. All grandfather was worried about was the state 
of the papers on the desk. There was, therefore, a sort of poetic justice 
when, during the War, a German mine hit the side of the family house in 
Highgate. Luckily, it failed to explode. However, it destroyed every toilet in 
the house, which inconvenienced everybody. 
Mind you, Grandfather had a fixation about toilets. Towards the end of his 
life, he had to be carried to the chamber of delight. My uncle once forgot all 
about him and the poor old chap spent the best part of a day in there before 
anyone realised where he was. Of course, he was far too stingy to use toilet 
paper and insisted that his conveniences were furnished with a liberal supply 
of cut newspaper. 

Now you must understand that he was 
a true Victorian and extremely High 
Church. All eight children would be 
ushered into his study every Sunday to 
recite their catechism to the stern old 
man.  
So you can imagine what he said when 
my uncle informed him that he had 
been using the Church Times as toilet 
paper for the last week! 
Which brings me back to my 

schooldays and the daily ritual, after breakfast, of Matron bringing her face to 
within inches of my nose and hissing, in a menacing tone: “Have you moved 
your bowels today?” And if you failed to reply in the affirmative, the results in 
terms of medication were, to say the least, dire. 
Oh happy days indeed. 
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When I was a child and my father was in the RAF, we moved from one lot of 
married quarters to another every few years. Absolutely everything was 
provided, right down to a fresh roll of paper in each toilet. One of the things 
that puzzled me mightily was the fact that each sheet of paper was 
embossed with the words, “Government property”. 
Did they want them back? 
I also remember an incident with a Royal bodyguard outside a toilet. What a 
rich and eventful life I have lived. 
I took my class, along with the rest of the school, to a performance of Roald 
Dahl’s BFG in London. As we entered the auditorium, we became aware that 
the Duchess of York was a couple of rows in front of us with her two young 
daughters and a posse of security men. 
Excitement all round. Come the interval, as ever, I found myself on toilet 
duty. So, there I stood, by the toilet door saying, “In you go.” to one boy after 
another. Also standing there was a Royal protection officer, watching the 
proceedings with detached interest. As I threw the nth boy through the door, 
he leant towards me and said, “It’s not a Tardis, you know.” 
Which sort of rounds off yet another bog standard editorial.  
 

 
 
I have to say that I feel quite flushed with the effort of writing so, if you will 
excuse me, I need to find my way downstairs for some single malt medicine. 
It’s so strenuous being an artiste, darlings. I need to keep my strength up. 
And anyway, I’m worth it. Maybe. 
 
Paul Regeli, Contributing Editor, RA (reject), Official Village Idiot, Night-
soil man and Lavatory Attendant by Royal Appointment.  
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The following are extracts from the March, April and May Parish Council 
minutes, which can be viewed on the TPC website: www.takeleypc. co.uk 
 

Appointment of Chairman: Cllrs Brian Baldwin and Pat Burnett proposed Cllr Carol Pratt as 
Chairman. No other nominations were received. TPC re-elected Cllr Carol Pratt unanimously. 
Cllr Carol Pratt thanked members, accepted office, and signed a Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office. 
 

Appointment of Vice Chairman: Cllr Carol Pratt thanked Cllr Richard Cheetham for his time 
as Vice Chairman and Chairman. Cllr Pat Burnett proposed Cllr Geoff Bagnall as Vice 
Chairman and was 2nd by Cllr Tina Domigan. No other nominations were received.  TPC 
elected Geoff Bagnall unanimously. Cllr Geoff Bagnall duly accepted. 
 

Open Forum: 
Samantha Davidson Takeley Youth Club leader reported that they now have 49 members 
registered and between 25-27 regular visitors to the club each week. A permanent venue for 
the club has still not been confirmed. Due to miscommunication with Priors Green Hall 
Thursday night at the hall is not an option. Takeley Chapel has been ruled out due to health & 
safety concerns, and the Silver Jubilee Hall is currently fully booked. The Committee is 
concerned that the group cannot survive if a suitable venue is not found. Samantha asked if 
TPC will support them. TPC stated that they have no direct control over Priors Green Hall or 
other venues in the village, however they can support them financially. Money has been set 
aside to support the youth club and this could be used to hire a suitable space. 
The Clerk reported on behalf of District Cllr Jackie Cheetham. Tour De France is on 7th 
July. Two free park and ride facilities at Audley End House & Gardens and Carver Barracks. 
Peloton will enter the district at approx. 12.40pm. Full timetables www.uttlesford.gov.uk/pdf. 
The old primary school site in Roseacres site has been taken off the revised UDC Local 
Plan (housing development) and Essex County Council has agreed to review reopening the 
site as a primary school as a matter of urgency. ECC Susan Barker is on a panel looking at 
the situation of 115 applications for 60 places at Takeley Primary School. 
Planning application - call-in procedure, D Cllr Jackie Cheetham will clarify the details and 
report back to TPC. 
Jack’s Lane - application to restrict vehicle rights on the byway D Cllr Jackie Cheetham will 
investigate further and contact Cllr Bagnall.   
 

Silver Jubilee Hall Development: -  
TPC has received 1st invoice from Michael Coleman for the refurbishment of the Silver Jubilee 
Hall. TPC to issue a cheque for £37420 (inc vat). 
This will be paid from the £40k previously ring-fenced for the development project. TPC 
approved payment of the invoice. 
 

Michael Coleman, Chairman of Silver Jubilee Hall (SJH) has reported to TPC the intention to 
add the entrance refurbishment to phase 1 at a cost of £39,442 (+vat). The Silver Jubilee Hall 

http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/tdf
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has funds of approx. £35k to pay for the entrance and toilet block renovations. SJH has asked 
TPC to consider a contribution for the proposed new entrance. 
TPC agreed to  consider this matter via the Finance Committee who will report at the June 
mtg. TPC agreed that the Clerk will also assist researching external funding/grants for the hall. 
The Clerk advised that it may be prudent to look for funding to complete the whole project 
rather than fund smaller amounts for phase 1 and then phase 2.  Estimated figures for the 
works are: £50k entrance, £85k toilet block. 
SJH to confirm a 3rd amount to complete the whole project. 
 

Takeley British Legion - Veterans Lunch: 
TPC has received a request for a donation for approx 18 veterans/widows lunch which will 
include a 4 course meal with guest speaker. 
TPC approved a donation of £350, and requested Takeley British Legion confirm that this will 
adequately provide for the lunch. 

 

Takeley 10k Run 2014: 
Mr Rob Newman has approached TPC regarding a donation for the t-shirts for all runners 
participating in the 2014 Run. The Run has raised £24k in the past 4 years. In 2013 £8k was 
raised and they had 300 runners, and for 2014 they will hopefully have 350. The organisers 
are also trying to increase the number of sponsors. Entrants are charged £14 which includes a 
t-shirt.  The donation will ensure that all money made from entry fees and sponsorship can go 
directly to the Silver Jubilee Hall refurbishment.  
TPC requested that Rob Newman confirm the cost of the t-shirts for consideration at the 
May/June meeting.   

 

Litter Picking: 
Due to high levels of litter at Recreation Ground, Sports Field, bus shelters and war memorial 
the Clerk has contacted the company responsible for maintaining the litter/dog bins for a quote 
to clear these areas. The quote received was £85 (+ vat) weekly.  
TPC agreed that TBS Hygiene should sweep the 3 bus shelters at Four Ashes weekly  & 
complete a weekly 1 hour litter pick of the Recreation Ground at a cost of £45 (+ vat) each 
week. 

 

UDC Emergency Planning: Review of recent flooding & availability of sand bags: 
UDC is considering funding a supply of sand bags (filled) and are asking parish councils if 
they would be interested. TPC agreed that there was no suitable dry storage for the bags in 
the vicinity that they may be needed, and moving filled bags would be problematic. The Clerk 
will feedback to UDC confirming the local need, and suggesting UDC investigate a solution 
that is easier to store & handle  i.e. water filled bags. 
 

UDC Local Plan - Pre Submission Consultation: 
This will be the last opportunity to respond to the (revised) consultation document before it is 
passed to a Planning Inspector. The closing date for the consultation is  2nd June 2014 which 
is before the next full Parish Council meeting. Therefore, TPC agreed to hold an open 
meeting, co-ordinated by the Planning Committee, on 21st May 10am Station House. All 
councillors and members of the public are welcome to attend.  
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Sugar Café/Bar Premises Licence: 
Uttlesford District Council Licensing Committee has granted the premises licence in full as 
follows: 

Opening  hrs Mon - Thurs 
7am - 12.15am 

Fri & Sat 
7am - 12.30am 

Sun 
7am -11.30pm 

Sale of alcohol  
(for consumption 
both on & off 
premises) 

7am - 11.45pm 7am - midnight 7am - 11pm 

Live Music (Indoors 
Only) 

 Thurs 
7pm - 

11.30pm 

 
7pm - 11.30pm 

 
12 noon - 10pm 

Recorded Music 
(Indoors Only) 

Mon - Wed 
7pm - 
11pm 

Thurs 
7pm - 

11.30pm 

Fri 
7pm -

11.30pm 

Sat 
Noon-

11.30pm 

 
12 noon-11pm 

 
Youth Project: 
-  The Youth Club has requested use of the Station House on a Thursday evening rather than 
a Wednesday evening for the remainder of May. TPC  Agreed. 
-  Cllr Linda Steer  has attended a UDC Youth Initiatives Working Group and has asked UDC 
to consider incorporating funding for youth projects in S106 agreements 
 - There will be an event in September celebrating “Youth”. 
 

Commemorating WW1 - 25th July 2014 
Cllr Pat Burnett reported that all tickets have now been sold but organisers are planning a visit 
to the hall to check the possibility of having more tables and increasing ticket sales. Raffle 
tickets will be on sale in the July Farmers Market in aid of the British Legion.  The Community 
Café will be closed on July 25th in preparation for this event. The Choir will be meeting soon 
for rehearsals. 
 

Highways Issues: 
Martin Peachey reported that Speed Watch was carried out on 3 occasions in April in Station 
Road, Parsonage Road and Dunmow Road during the evening rush hour. 
Martin Peachey proposed TPC consider purchasing a mobile speed sign & agreed to look into 
it. “Smiley Sids” are signs that display your speed and a happy/sad face depending on 
whether a vehicle is under or over the speed limit. 
 The cost of a ‘Smiley Sid’ is £4839. Cllr Richard Cheetham asked if ECC Highways would 
contribute to the cost as part of the traffic calming scheme. The purchase of the equipment 
and the possibility of sharing costs with a neighbouring villages will be discussed in the 
upcoming finance meeting. 
There is no sign of the NO2 monitoring tubes which were due to be installed by the end of 
April, TPC to contact UDC for an update. 
A meeting took place (16/4/14) regarding Priors Green parking issues. ECC/DC Clr Susan 
Barker, Shane Taylor (NEPP)  & members of Lt Canfield PC attended. Options to consult on 
are a 20mph speed limit, double yellow lines on the main arteries/bus route, and classifying 
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the whole development as a 'controlled parking zone'. Details will go out in the June 
Grapevine & TPC Newsletter requesting feedback from residents. Cllr Tricia Barber would like 
the notice to contain finer details such as times etc.  
Day & Bell Management have instructed a parking enforcement company to tackle the urgent 
problem of airport parking in the community car park at Priors Green. Vehicles left overnight 
will be ticketed. 
TPC has received notification from Stansted Airport regarding Terminal Road North and a 
proposal removing the current highways order/restrictions and managing under 'contract law'.  
The Clerk will contact the airport for further details re the 'contract law quoted' in the 
correspondence. Cllr Linda Steer has asked that we also confirm plans for pedestrian access 
to the airport (consultation closes 21/5/14). 

 

Clerks Report: TPC noted the report including: 
 Countryside development (41 homes), Brewers End - A site meeting has taken place and 

residence are now fully aware of the plans.  Cllr Sue Sprules has asked the Clerk to confirm 
the parking for construction vehicles as there have been several vehicles causing problems.  
 Priors Green - The Clerk has a list of complaints on the development which has been 

emailed to Andrew Fisher of Countryside Properties; and is awaiting confirmation of a date 
for a site visit.  
 Precept - 1st instalment was received on 17th April.  
 Government Employers NI Allowance Scheme - This scheme does not apply to Parish 

Councils. 
 Takeley Primary School - 2 new classrooms will be added in June. The school will then 

have reached planned capacity of 420 places. Governors at the school have rejected a call 
for further portacabin classrooms on the site as it is not big enough. 

Priors Green Hall - Cllr Carol Pratt, Cllr Geoff Bagnall, Cllr Richard Cheetham and the Clerk 
will attend a meeting with the Management  Committee on 21st May 2014 
 

Sports Field & Recreation Ground Report: 
Clerk tabled the report on behalf of Cllr John Green which was authorised by TPC. 
 1 bin set on fire in the recreation ground and another pulled off its stand. Picnic table top has 

been scorched.  
 Cllr Brian Baldwin and Cllr Trevor Allen requested better signage for the recreation ground. 

The Clerk will contact UDC re-erecting 2 directional signs. 
 

Other Reports: 
 Cllr Richard Cheetham attended the SSE Parish Liaison meeting which confirmed that 

there was some recognition among airport authorities that new ways of monitoring noise is 
overdue .Cllr Cheetham also attended the STACC meeting where questions were asked 
regarding housing owned by MAG. MAG own 269 houses 190 are in Takeley. 5 properties 
were sold in 2011 and 10 in 2012. Properties are being boarded up to prevent them from 
being vandalised. TPC questioned if this was helping the situation?  
Footpaths & Trees:  
 Cllr Tina Domigan is walking footpath 22 (Brewers End) regularly. 
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 Working Party - Cllrs agreed to clear the bridleway along Molehill Green Road. Clerk to 
contact UDC to see if they can assist with tree work. Cllr Tina Domigan has emailed the 
Rangers re the undergrowth on the east side. 
 Local Policing & Public Safety Issues:    Local Police report March/April: 35 incidents in a 

2 month period across Lt Canfield & Takeley. 
 Roseacres School Site: ECC has confirmed it has formally requested UDC remove the 

school site from the Local Plan, and that they are in the process of an urgent review looking 
at re-opening the school.  
 

For further information about Takeley Parish Council please contact the Clerk 
or visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 

Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council, Station House, Sycamore Close, 
Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 

Phone: 020 8270 1149                    
Email:takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 

 
 

 
 

TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2014 

Meetings start at 7.30pm & are held in the Station House, 

Sycamore Close, unless notified otherwise. 

 

 
JUNE 

4
th

 
 

JULY 

2
nd

 

AUGUST 

6
th

 

SEPTEMBER 

3
rd

 

OCTOBER 

1
st

 

NOVEMBER 

5
th

 

DECEMBER 

3
rd

 

 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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FAO: PRIORS GREEN RESIDENTS  

Parking on Priors Green 
 

Having received feedback from many residents on Priors Green, both Takeley & Little Canfield 
Parish Councils have met with County & District Clr Susan Barker and North Essex Parking 
Partnership to explore the options to relieve parking related congestion, deter airport related 
parking, and improve road safety within the development.  
 

We are consulting on a series of proposed measures and would welcome your views. 
  

PROPOSED MEASURES 
Please indicate whether you support each of the 3 proposed solutions. 
 

Support 
X 

Object 
X 

1. 20mph speed limit throughout the development   

2. Double yellow lines/clearway on the main arteries/bus route   

3. 'Controlled Parking Zone' throughout the development to deter airport 
related parking. 

    This will involve signage at Roding Drive & Warwick Rd entrances to 
the development, nominal signage thr' the development indicating 
timed zones that allow parking  on alternate sides of a road throughout 
the day. 

  

 

Additional Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Email your response to: takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
or post to: Clerk, Takeley Parish Council, Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, 
CM22 6QA 
 

A copy of this survey is also available on Takeley PCs website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 
 

CLOSING DATE 28th JUNE 2014 

 
Parish Council  members ask all residents, and parents/carers that drive to 
school, to consider the safety and amenity of your fellow residents. 
 

Please: 
 

 Use garage parking/parking bays as provided 

 Avoid parking on pavements 

 Avoid blocking access to driveways & footpaths 

 Respect  the parking restrictions by the school that have been installed to provide safe access 
for the children attending school. 
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Parish Council Office: 
 

Takeley Parish Council has an office within the 
Station House from where it hopes to foster a 
more personal and supportive role in the 
community. Services will be built to facilitate the 
needs of the people in Takeley and includes 
direct liaison with council members through the 
clerk. 
 
 

The Parish Council Office is open to the 
public Wednesday morning  

10.00am - 1.00pm. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Clerk to the Council:  Jane Heskey 
 

Address:  
Takeley Parish Council  
Station House 
Sycamore Close 
Takeley 
Essex CM22 6QA 
 

Email: takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
 

Telephone: 020 8270 1149  
 

mailto:Takeley.pc@ntlworld.com
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RESPECT OUR COMMUNITY 
Dog fouling & littering 

 

The Parish Council has invested over £7k installing more than 30 new 
dog and litter bins throughout the village. The Parish Council is also 
financing the ongoing cost of emptying & collections.  
 

Please be aware that, if you cannot locate a dog bin, dog waste can be 
disposed of in a litter bin providing that it is wrapped. 
 

If you cannot locate a bin please take your rubbish home with you. 
 

The entire community will benefit if everyone would please use the bins 
provided. 

 

Takeley Parish Council, Station House, Sycamore Close, 
Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 

Email:takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
 
 

 

EXCLUSIVE  
CARP FISHERIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Lakes, ranging in size from 0.5 – 3 acres 
Well stocked with mirror and  

common carp, and tench. 
Limited to 49 members. 

Season tickets only. 
For more information call 01279 718702 

or 07831 865881. 
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THE JUBILEE HALL & TAKELEY LADIES CIRCLE 
 

 

We have been holding our meetings in the hall for almost fifty years and have 
witnessed the various up-dates that it has had to keep it in good shape.  The hall 
committee, of which I am the Ladies representative, some years ago, agreed that it 
needed a complete make-over.  It has taken many years and a lot of patient 
negotiations on the part of members of the committee, not to mention the fund- 
raising, to finally get the “Show on the Road” so to speak.  At the end of January 
work finally got underway and the hall was closed, which meant that hall users had 
to re-locate and we had to find other venues for our meetings. We wish to thank 
the P.C.C. for the use of the Station House, the Christian School for the use of the 
Chapel and members of  Little Canfield Church who invited us into the Church to 
hear their talk on their Icelandic Experiences. 
Last week we held our first meeting back in the newly made-over hall and what a 
make-over!  We were all very impressed - what a wonderful job Silvesters have 
done. Many thanks to them and everyone involved in making our hall well worth a 
visit.   Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can go ahead with stage 2 of the 
improvements planned. 
Sadly our late Chairman, Geoff Colman, did not live long enough to see the plans 
come to fruition, I am sure he would have been delighted with the results. 
Barbara Aviet   

 

TAKELEY GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL 
 

For 2014 Takeley Parish Council has arranged to continue with a garden 
waste disposal facility at Crumps Farm, Dunmow Road (B1256). 
The Parish Council estimates that this will continue to provide 
considerable financial savings whilst still providing a local service for 
those residents who prefer not to subscribe to the UDC fortnightly 
kerbside collections (or those subscribers who have additional garden 
waste). 
 

GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL 
AT CRUMPS FARM, DUNMOW ROAD B1256 

 

Saturday, 5th April until Sat 29th Nov. 2014 
 

Between the hours: 10am - 12.30pm 
 

A manned skip will be situated near the entrance to Crumps farm. 
 

RESIDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE PROOF OF ADDRESS. 
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  Your chance to make a difference to a child's life 
  
On Friday, July 25, a group of orphaned or abandoned children from some of the 
poorest parts of Romania will arrive in our area for a two-week break courtesy of 
the Moreton Romanian Orphans Fund, a local charity that has been organizing 
such visits for 24 years. These kids have to go without many things in their 
homeland, but the one thing they lack the most is the love of a parent or family. 
Would you be able to give them that one massive missing ingredient if their life? 
Well now's your chance. The charity is looking for families in this area to 
accommodate and care for a child for the duration of the trip. The children are 
unlikely to have ever stepped foot outside of Romania or experienced being part of 
a family group before, so for them it is a huge step. The entire cost of the trip is 
funded by the charity, which also puts on a full program of events such as discos, 
picnics, sports events and days at the seaside. Meaning all you need to supply is 
food, accommodation, and of course lots of love and attention! 
Interested? Then please call the hosting officer Barbara Saunders on 01279 
832001. For more information on the charity, please visit our website, 
www.mrof.co.uk. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL MOBILE LIBRARY 
SERVICE 

 

COPPICE CLOSE, TAKELEY STREET stop (currently wk 2 Weds 
at 13.40-13.55) will cease from 30th JUNE 2014. 
This is due to low usage in accordance with published criteria 

 

http://www.mrof.co.uk/
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308, 309 Bus Timetable 
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“Singing from the Heart” 
 

Do you like singing in the bath or shower?  
Do you like singing when you think no one is listening?  
Do you sing in church or chapel?  
Do you sing at work or play?  
Do you sing in the car?  
Do you sing when you are out jogging?  
Do you sing anywhere any time?  
If the answer to any or all of these questions is …..”YES”  then why not join us at 

All Saints Church once a month for a night of singing just for fun. We are led 

by our Natural Voice Practitioner Angela Dennis. 
We sing without any musical accompaniment using just our voices to create a 
beautiful sound. 
We sing all kinds of songs from all around the World and songs just for the natural 
voice, some with words that mean a lot and some songs that mean nothing at all. 
There are no auditions, no sheet music to read and no shows to prepare for. It is 
just for fun. You don’t know what it`s like till you try it …go on, give it a go. 
Where are we?  

That’s easy, we are now in All Saints Church in Little Canfield.  

We start at 7.30pm and our next session is 18th June 
The cost is just £5 per session with refreshments afterwards. 
 
Contact me if you need to know more 
Paul Burnett 01279870578 

paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk 
 
 

Station House Community Café 
 

Sponsored by Takeley Parish Council 
 

We cater for all ages and our aim is to provide affordable food 
and great service within a relaxing and accessible environment. 
We use fresh, quality ingredients which we source locally 
from Takeley farmers’ market. 
So if it’s a light lunch or just a drink and chat the community café 
is the place to visit. 
 

So please drop in – we’d love to see you! 
Your Community Café 

Thursday 12 noon – 4 pm 
Friday 9 am – 1 pm 

Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley 
off Station Road at the Four Ashes junction 

mailto:paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk
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PRIORS GREEN COMMUNITY HALL 
Bennet Canfield, Takeley, Little Canfield, Essex CM6 1GB 

 
 

FOR BOOKINGS 
Phone: 07538 049730 

email: Priorsgreenhall@gmail.com 
 

Takeley Beat Surgery 2014 
   
Your local Officer will be available at The Station House, Sycamore 
Close from 10am-12pm on Wednesdays on the below dates for you to air 
any issues or concerns you may have about your area. 
 

June 25
th

 

July 23
rd

   August 27
th

   September 24
th

 

October 1
st

   November 26
th

  December 3rd
 

 
Contact your local officers: 
PC Brad Healey    e-mail:1712@essex.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Joanna Macmillan    e-mail:73377@essex.pnn.police.uk 
Telephone: 
Non-emergency- 101 
NPT mobile- 07989174801 
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Can Your Garden Stop a Burglar? 
 

Quite simply…Yes it can!   
 

If this conjures-up images of giant man-eating Venus Fly-Traps then I’m sorry, it’s 
nothing quite so dramatic!  However, even without the need to keep your plants 
caged or on a leash, your garden can be a highly effective deterrent to criminals.  
 

Most domestic burglars are opportunists who need a quick way in and an even 
quicker way out. As such they can be easily deterred. 
 

The seed of defensive planting was sown in Saffron Walden, about twenty years 
ago, where it grew and flourished until the concept spread world-wide! It is now an 
established security measure. In this short article I will explain you how you can 
mobilise your garden to become your first line of defence. 
 

Like all the best ideas, defensive planting is very simple – just choose some 
impenetrable prickly/ thorny plants and put them where you don’t want to the 
burglar to go. 
 

Your perimeter has to be the first area to check. If possible, the plants should be 
introduced all around the boundary, either as stand-alone hedging or as an internal 
supplement to a wall or fence. If you can’t afford to fill the whole boundary in one 
go, then at least fill any gaps in the perimeter and then save up to finish the job 
properly in the future. 
 

Normally, intruders prefer to attack your house from the side or rear and usually 
will try to gain access by forcing a door or window. If you have flowerbeds beneath 
your ground floor windows, then defensive planting can be very effective. 
Establishing plants beneath a window so that they grow up to window sill height 
and 12” deep or more provides excellent protection and will deter thieves from 
trying to climb through. 
 

Most nurserymen understand about defensive planting and should stock a good 
variety of prickly plants. My personal favourite is Common Hawthorn; apart from 
having nice flowers in the spring, they grow quite quickly and require minimal 
maintenance. Once they have attained the height you require, just trim them now 
and again to keep them at that level. 
 

Other popular plants include Berberis and Pyracantha, both of which have many 
varieties to choose from. 
 

Sorry about all the puns at the beginning of this article, maybe the editor will weed 
them out for you. 
 

Regards 

Peter Caulfield Ad Cert ED&CP  
Crime Prevention Tactical Advisor & Architectural Liaison Officer 
(Uttlesford & Braintree Districts)  Essex Police , Trinity Street, Halstead , CO9 1JG   Tel: 101 Ext 407110  
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Ten Top Tips for Shed Security 

At this time of year, thefts from shed and garages always increase and 
both the Braintree and Uttlesford districts are seeing higher than 
average offences being committed. By following our top tips below, you 
should substantially reduce the risk of becoming a victim. 

1. Site the shed as close to your house as possible – Make it harder for the 

thief to break-in and not be noticed.  

2. Add a perimeter of crunchy gravel around the shed or garage, and plant 

some nice thorny plants under the windows. Pyracantha, Berberis and 
Common Hawthorn are popular and effective. 

3. Obscure shed and garage windows with net curtains or whitewash - A 

burglar seldom steals what he can't see.  

4. Fit rear garage doors with a BS 3621 five-lever mortise lock. Do the same 

for your shed, or fit a "close-shackled" padlock and bolt-on the fittings. 

5. For ALL outward-opening doors, fit hinge-bolts in the back edge of the 

door. These prevent a thief from opening it by removing the hinges 
 

6. If your shed door isn't suitable for hinge bolts, make the hinges harder to 

remove by bolting them to the door or by drilling out the screw heads. 

7. If your garage has an up-and-over door, you can secure it from the inside 

by drilling a hole in each runner, just above the wheel, (with the door is in the 
closed position). Snap a padlock through each hole and you now have a 
simple device to block the wheel's movement and stop the door opening. 

8. Secure cycles, mowers, strimmers, hedge-trimmers etc., with a lockable 

steel cable and ground anchor. - Thieves like to work fast, so slow them 
down! 

9. Visibly mark removable items. Thieves seldom steal property that can be 

traced back to its owner. Visible marking makes it obvious to a thief that the 
item is traceable.  

10. Invest in a simple battery-operated shed alarm. Use it for shed, garage, 

caravan or boat. Most have a volume of around 130db and few burglars will 
be able to stay in the protected area for more than a few seconds.  



30 

 

 

Registered Charity Number 1051491 

www.buffybus.co.uk 
 

Buffy Playbus  
visits: 

Station House, TAKELEY. CM22 6QA 

from 11.30am until 12.30pm, 

every TUESDAY morning during term time and at half term breaks. 

and  

Warwick Rd/ Honey Rd, Little Canfield Takeley. CM6 1FF 

from 1.45pm – 3pm 

every THURSDAY afternoon during term time and at half term breaks. 

 

We have many exciting toys and activities available for pre-school children to 

enjoy. 

Buffy Playbus gives you and your child an opportunity to meet and make new 

friends within your own community. 

We make a charge of £2.00 for a child to visit Buffy, and £1 for each 

additional child 

Come along and see what fun you and your child can have. 

 

Registered Charity Number 1051491 

www.buffybus.co.uk 
 

http://www.buffybus.co.uk/
http://www.buffybus.co.uk/
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Takeley Cricket Club 
May 2014 

 
 

 
A mixed start for both League sides, with excellent opening day victories 
followed up by second week capitulations by both 1st and 2nd elevens. 
 
The first X1 opened their account at Farnham who had been relegated from 
Div 1 of the Herts and Essex League last season. Takeley batted first and 
ran up a score of 231-7, thanks largely to an unbeaten 140 by opener Liam 
Brown. The bowlers did what was needed guided Takeley to a 52 run victory. 
The second weekend however, saw Takeley collapse somewhat after looking 
well set to make the 174 target set by Woodford Wells, and in the end we 
were 28 short despite a fine knock of 63 by skipper Chris Thake. 
 
The second XI also got off to an excellent winning start at home to Potter 
Street in Div 5 of the league. The 312-4 total set by Takeley was the highest 
in all leagues that weekend, and was constructed thanks to 2 other century 
makers – Ashley Harrington, 110 not out, and Harry Wright, 107. Three 
centuries in the club in a single day is probably an unprecedented feat. 
However, the 2nd team went the same way as the 1st’s the following week, 
collapsing to 74 all out in chasing 221 set by Stansted. 
 
Anyone interested in following the team can find fixtures on our website – 
takeleycc.co.uk. We welcome all support and there will always be a game at 
Takeley every Saturday during the season (weather pending). 
 
We would also welcome hearing from anyone that might like to play cricket. 
Please contact our Captain, Chris Thake on 01279 757549, Chairman Mike 
Phillips on 01279 870134, or myself. There is also a contact form on our 
website if preferred. 
 
I would like to thank everyone that supported our Spring Quiz in early April – 
I hope it was enjoyable and the support given to the club at such events is 
invaluable. We hope to run a race night during the summer and another quiz 
night in October. 
 
 
Malcolm Brown 
01279 871055 
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TAKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
“Learning and Achieving Together” 

 

We are very disappointed to report that a number of Takeley 
families were not offered places at Takeley Primary School 
for the Reception classes for September 2014 and, understandably, this has 
caused some upset in the village.  Unfortunately we received far more 
applications than we had places to offer. The school fully understands and 
shares parents’ concern at not being offered a school place at their local 
school and know that many of you were looking forward to your children 
starting with us.  
 
Over the last five years the Governors and Staff of the school have worked 
with Essex County Council to try to meet demand in the area by opening 
additional classes, mixing age ranges and relocating to a new 1.5 form entry 
building that opened in September 2012.  However the predicted pupil 
forecasts issued by Essex County Council have not matched the amount of 
housing development that has taken place in the area and therefore the 
school was not built with the capacity to cope with the current demand.  This 
is clearly demonstrated in the February 2010 Consultation document issued 
by Essex County Council and circulated to all parents and residents at the 
time [1].  The document explains that the deficit number of school places will 
be 113 in 2014. It goes on to explain:- 
 

“The deficit number of 113 places predicted for 2014 does not justify a 
requirement for an additional 210 place (one form entry primary school). 
The expansion of Takeley Primary school from 210 to 330 would be 
sufficient to accommodate the additional pupils predicted from new 
housing for the foreseeable future.” 
 

We can confirm that there is now, in 2014, a demand far in excess of 330 
places and, with new building work due to take place shortly, we can advise 
you that as from September 2015 we will be a 420 place school.  This means 
the school will have created an additional 90 places since opening on the 
new site in September 2012.  However, this increase will only satisfy a 
demand for two forms per year, which we are already offering for the 
September 2014 intake. 
 
This unfortunate situation has been created by pupil predictions made by 
Essex County Council not matching the demand resulting from the level of 
house building that has taken place and is still taking place in the Takeley 
area.    The school and Takeley Parish Council have, on a number of 
occasions, tried to be proactive by making Essex County Council aware of 
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their expectation of a greater demand in school places resulting from the 
additional house building but, unfortunately, the strategy has only been 
changed this year.  
 
There is now a desperate need for a long term solution to be found as the 
demand for school places in Takeley will continue to rise year on year. 
Our Governors are continuing to talk with County to find out what more can 
be done to alleviate the situation. 
 

Mandy Line              Claire Waring                                                                                                                                                            
Headteacher            Chair of Governors 
 

[1] “Relocation and Enlargement of Takeley Primary School” – Consultation Document, February 
2010, Essex County Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ROSEACRES PRIMARY SCHOOL SITE 
 

Takeley Parish Council (TPC)  is very aware of the shortfall in primary school places required for 
Sept. 2014. 
The Council understands that there were 115 applications for 60 places at 'Takeley Primary School' 
on Priors Green'. 
 

The Parish Council has been raising this issue with District and County Council since 2006/07 when 
the master plans for Priors Green were under review. It was clear to us that a primary school of 420 
places was insufficient to meets the needs of the growing community.  We have always opposed 
closure of the Roseacres school, and campaigned to have the site removed from the current 
Uttlesford Local Plan (housing development). 
TPC has also objected to further housing development (e.g. Brewers End (41 homes), Cooks Hill 
(100 homes) on the basis that the proposals were unsustainable given the lack of infrastructure; in 
particular primary school provision. 
 

We empathise with the anger and frustration of parents who may face sending their children in buses 
and taxis to reach primary schools in other communities. 
 
We have been in contact with Essex Education Organisational Team on almost a weekly basis over 
recent months. The latest news is that the County Council has escalated the Takeley situation to 
'urgent'. A process is underway to facilitate a solution. TPC is not privy to the options that are under 
discussion. We have reiterated the severity of the situation and the local preference to reopen the 
Roseacres site.  
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Tallen’s Country Notes 

For several decades I have reported the “coming and goings” of my small colony 
of House Martins. If you recall I have reported the actual date and time of their 
arrival and departure. To say that I look forward to their arrival is an under-
statement. For me summer doesn’t start until these South African visitors have 
once again taken up residence.  
Once you could depend on them arriving here in the last week of March and 
staying throughout the summer, leaving during September. The sight of hundreds 
of House Martins and Swallows sitting on the telegraph lines was once a regular 
thing, but in the last five years things 
have changed as their numbers have 
plummeted. There are many places in 
East Anglia where once you could see 
dozens of House Martins; now there 
are none. 
  

My observation have shown that over the last five years my Martins arrived much 
later and departed that much earlier. One thing that did stay the same was the 
time of their arrival, always between five and six o’clock of an evening. So it was 
with great trepidation that I waited for their arrival. March came and went, no birds. 
I wasn’t particularly worried as the weather was not good and we were 
experiencing a continuous cold East wind. April was upon us and no sign; a few 
false alarms which were House Sparrows darting up into the eaves but no Martins. 
By the end of April I was becoming disillusioned.  Had my doom and gloom 
concerns actually happened?  
 

The first week in May came and went. I must admit I was concerned that they 
would not return at all. I asked about and nobody had seen a feather, so my worst 
fears seemed to come true. Would 2014 see the total decline of House Martins in 
the locality? Then on Tuesday 6th 
May whilst sitting in my chair 
watching Pointless on the telly, the 
time being twenty to six, out of the 
corner of my eye was that flash of 
black and white swooping past the 
window, I leapt out of the chair and 
flew out of the front door to inspect 
the fragile mud nest under the eaves 
and there to my delight was a little 
head with black bead eyes looking 
at me. It shot out of the nest twittering away, circled the street, and flew straight 
back into the nest being joined by its partner. How they both managed to squeeze 
into the nest I do not know or care, I felt like shouting, “They’re back!” 
 
Summer has arrived. 

Tallen
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Takeley Local History Society  

Unlocking the Past 

http://tlhs.org.uk                  chairman@tlhs.org.uk 

 

In the Summer 2012 issue of this magazine I included photographs of 
Attridges at Brewers End showing it as it was in the early 1900s and 
another of it in 2012. Sadly in the Autumn 2012 issue I then had to show 
an up-to-date picture with the roof gone and much of the interior 
destroyed following a suspected arson attack  
 
The good news is 
that now, two years 
later, the building 
has been restored to 
its former condition. 
This is a Grade 2 
listed building which 
is recorded as dating 
from the 16

th
 century, 

however I believe 
that following 
investigations during the rebuild it is thought to date from an even earlier 
single room dwelling. I am told that much of the original material was 
saved and reused and traditional techniques were used in the 
reconstruction so 
that what we are 
left with is as close 
to the original as 
possible. Let us 
hope that this 
building will last for 
all to see for at 
least another 500 
years. 
 

Steve Hazon,  
Chairman, Takeley 
Local History 
Society 
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Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon  
 

Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 24th September 1921. 

 
TAKELEY 

UNVEILING OF THE WAR MEMORIAL 
 

A large gathering assembled on Sunday afternoon to witness the unveiling by Lieutenant 
Colonel Gibbons, D.S.O. of Dunmow, of the memorial cross which has been erected by the 
parishioners in honour of the 24 men from the village who lost their lives in the war. The 
memorial which stands by the side of the main road in the centre of the village on a plot of land 
given by Messrs Lambert Bros, is of Portland stone with a base of York stone, the rough rock die 
is surmounted with a wheel cross bearing the dates, 1914 - 1918, and below the inscription and 
list of names is carved as follows. 

"For King and Country" 
 

    C.J.Allen                                C.Matthews. 
C.Barltrop                             A.Rayner. 
G.Baynes.                              A.Prior. 

J.Baynes.                               S.Rogers. 
Leonard Clapton                  H.Rolph. 
Lewis Clapton.                      T.Rolph. 

   A.C.Deane.                            H.Sampford. 
            N.Faircloth.                           A.E.Shuttlewood. 
            A.W.Franklin.                      R.B.Cooper-Smith. 

A.T.Harris.                           W.G.Stock. 
A.W.Jameson.                       H.Vincent. 

  W.H.Johnson.                       W.J.Vincent. 
 

Ex-Service men to the number of 28 and a detachment of 1/5 Essex Regiment formed a guard 
of honour under the command of Lieutenant E Cooper-Smith, Essex Regiment, and were drawn 
up facing the memorial where they were inspected by Colonel Gibbons on his arrival. The 
service conducted by the Vicar (the Ref E.H.Oakley), commenced with the hymn "O God our 
help in ages past" followed by prayers led by the Rev S.E.Burton (Congregational Minister). The 
deeds to the site were then handed over by Mr H.Lambert to the Vicar, to be placed among the 
parish records. 
The vicar welcomed Colonel Gibbons and expressed the satisfaction it gave to all present that 
he had consented to unveil their memorial. He went on to say that the village sent 
representatives to every theatre of war, and although Takeley was an inland place, several 
parishioners had served in the Royal Navy, He called on Colonel Gibbons to unveil their 
memorial. Colonel Gibbons then drew aside the Union Jack which shrouded the cross, saying, "I 
unveil this memorial to the Glory of God and to the imperishable memory of the men of Takeley 
who died for their country" The last post was sounded by Mr L.A.Andrews of Dunmow. 
Addressing the assembly, Colonel Gibbons said that he felt a great privilege had been conferred 
on him, as the only claim he had to perform that ceremony was that he had served with some of 
the men of Takeley, and with many others like them. To the relatives of the fallen he expressed 
the sympathy of all present, but added that this should not be a day of mourning, for these 
gallant heroes had surely been "faithful unto death" and thus gained their heavenly reward. Most 
of these men were peaceful citizens, but in the time of difficulty and danger they came forward to 
their country's aid. Some belonged to the regular army, the army which kept England inviolate 
and saved Europe, the term "Contemptible Army" was conceived in hatred, but by their deeds 
these men had raised it to a title of the greatest honour. Many who had served had returned 
maimed and crippled, and while mourning the dead they must not forget the living. From that 
little village 80 men joined up, and they might well be proud of the part they played in the 
struggle for peace and justice. Mr. W.Littler  proposed a vote of thanks to Col Gibbons and the 
service concluded with the Reveille and the National Anthem. 
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From the Village Recorder 
 

 

The Manor 
Most people of my age will have learnt about the manor in their school 
history lessons. This gave a uniform picture of an institution with a lord, 
peasants, a church, manor house, village and three fields where the crops 
were rotated. It was very much a one size fits all picture. However the 
medieval manor was a very varied and complex institution, and before we 
start to look at the Takeley manors it is probably as well to look at what 
exactly was involved. 
Takeley never had a medieval centre with a village green, with the church, 
houses and manor house clustering round it. It did not even have one manor 
covering the whole parish by 1066. The three main manors represent what 
are known as dispersed settlements with the attached greens of Takeley 
Street, Smiths Green, Mole Hill Green and Bambers Green.  There were also 
many more small greens many of which have now been incorporated into the 
field systems. Knights Green, Fewells Green, Shottes Green and 
Bonningtons Green can still be identified but many cannot now be located. 
Until the Dissolution of the Monasteries between 1536 and 1540 all our 
Takeley manors were owned by monastic or ecclesiastical establishments or 
a nunnery. Even Bassingbourne was held officially by the Nunnery of Bisham 
in Bedfordshire that had succeeded Ankerwicke in the same county. The site 
at Waltham long held to be an Abbey in its own right was in fact a Grange 
held by the Abbey of Holy Cross at Waltham. In many places, ownership by a 
religious body did not give any more favourable treatment to the tenants - the 
monks were as anxious as lay owners for profit and for maintaining their 
status. Where there was an advantage is that they tended to keep detailed 
records, many of which have survived. Takeley unfortunately is not one of 
the places so favoured. Only Warish Hall has a continuous record going back 
to c.1340, although the Waltham Hall Survey of 1621 refers back to the court 
rolls of that period. This Survey has been translated and published by the 
Takeley Local History Society.   
The smaller and later manor of Sheering Hall was probably formed by the 
process called subinfeudation where the main manor created and rented out 
a smaller unit so as to minimise the tax called a knight’s fee. Each manor had 
to provide a knight or part of a knight’s armour to serve the king in times of 
need. This gives us the delightful information that a manor owed half or a 
quarter of a knight, which did not mean a literal division of the knight in 
question. Creating a smaller manor passed on part of this tax to a tenant. 
Colchester Hall and Waltham Hall were created from Eudo Dapifer’s northern 
manor by pious gifts of land to the two Abbeys that gave them their names. 
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The lord of the manor, lay or cleric, owned not only the land but many of the 
men, women and children who lived on the land.  They were serfs or slaves 
and could be bought, sold, or given away by their lord. The custom, or 
custumal, of the manor dictated what they had to do to earn their livelihood. 
They took their corn to the lord’s mill, they had to get his permission to marry, 
they owed him “boon” work - sometimes as much as 6 days a week. A widow 
could receive one third of her husband’s estate. Their rents could be eggs, 
money, geese, capons and other items. At the death of a tenant, his or her 
successor had to pay a heriot. This consisted of a horse, cow, pig, and 
sometimes a shovel or other implement. For a peasant this represented 
modern man having to give up his car or similar possession that formed part 
of his means of livelihood. A reflection of the poverty of some peasants is the 
note that they paid no heriot because they had nothing of value. 
In effect the lord owned them as much as he owned his horses and cattle, 
often with the power of life and death over them. I think that Robert Gernon 
had this right, and that his gallows was in the north west of Takeley where 
there was a field called Galley or Gallows Field. It would have stood by the 
track between Bassingbourne and Stansted Mountfichet. There were still 
some serfs in England in the later years of the reign of Elizabeth I. 
Only Warish Hall had an existing custumal but a “helpful” person in the past 
attempted to “improve” the definition of the writing and managed to render it 
almost unreadable. Some custumals can go into minute detail. The 
devastating effect of the Black Death left manorial owners with fewer 
peasants to work the land, and was eventually to see the transformation of 
labour into money rents. As the overall control of the manor faded the parish 
came to exercise more and more control over local issues such as roads and 
prices. The tenant would hold land by copyhold – that is, a copy of the 
agreement of the entry in the Court roll, or by leasehold. We still have 
leasehold, but copyhold was abolished in 1924. 
Although the monarchy had “won” the conflict called the Peasants Revolt, 
there was a gradual decline in the power of the manor and we see many of 
its functions reflected in the records of the Quarter Sessions.  Under the 
Tudors particularly, an influential middle class emerged who became the 
Justices of the Peace and landowners. We see this at Takeley in the Towse 
family who rebuilt Bassingbourne Hall, and their successors, the Kendalls. 
The first William Towse was descended from a merchant in Dorset and 
achieved “county” status through his activities as a lawyer and M.P. The 
Kendalls had started as stewards for the more important Barrington family. 
Neither of these families managed to create a dynasty as William Cecil and 
William Petre had done – Towse through the failure of the male line and 
Kendal through the overwhelming debts of his successors that necessitated 
the sale of the property 
Because the Takeley manors were dispersed it is certain that the central 
focus of the parish in the middle ages was the church. Practically no records 
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of this period remain other than the names of the clergy and the information 
concerning the Vicar’s house. When St John’s Colchester gave the church to 
the Bishop of London, he decreed that a suitable house be provided for an 
“honest” Vicar. We know of its existence only because after some 
refurbishment in the mid 19th Century it was demolished to allow the 
graveyard to be extended. What had been the Rectory had long been the 
Vicarage and the medieval hall house had been given to the clerk. This 
complicated situation will be outlined in detail in the forthcoming book on 
Takeley parish and the history of the church. 
  
Nia Watkiss  
 
 
 
 
 

      Takeley Farmers’ Market 
              Sat 7

th
 June        9 am – 11.30 am 

                          Silver Jubilee Hall 
 
Takeley market is back home in the Silver Jubilee Hall 

after the refurbishment that has been going on over the last few 
months. Although we enjoyed our time spent in the social club 
it’s nice to be back home. 
We are able to offer a wide range of fresh local produce of high 
quality at competitive prices. You will find an array of stalls 
selling fresh bread, cakes, chutneys, free range eggs, sweets to 
locally produced meats. We have now been joined with the new 
delicatessen from Priors Green selling cheese, quiches and 
beef. 
To further complement our variety of stalls we have our arts & 
craft section. 
Why not complete your shopping, visiting our refreshment 
kitchen for your delicious cooked breakfast. 
                           Pat Burnett  01279 870578 
                          paul@pburnett1.orangehome.co.uk 
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Book Review by Elaine Wyld 
 

 

The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul 
by 

Debora Rodriquez 
Sunny, Yasmina, Isabel, Candace and Halajan are women with quite different characters 
and hale from diverse walks of life. They are drawn together by chance in a small cafe in 
Afghanistan.   
 
At the age of 38 Sunny, originally from America, decides to settle in Kabul and run her 
own cafe.  As she makes coffees and flips pancakes, business is good. Everyone is 
welcome to the cafe, in the middle of a war zone!  The cafe is a success.  Kabul is not the 
safest place to live - all weapons are checked in at the door.   Sunny needs to build a 
higher wall to meet international regulations and enable her cafe to be recommended to 
international visitors.   Talking to proprietor Halajan and Ahmet her son, Sunny has to 
think of a way of making more money to build the wall.  She soon hits upon the idea of 
inviting different speakers to the cafe and charging people to attend.   The events are a 
success! 
 
Yazmina is a young widowed Afghan woman. She lived in a village in the mountains called 
Nuristan, but when her husband is killed by a land mine whilst tending his goats, she goes 
to live with her uncle and her sister Layla. Unfortunately, her uncle owes money to local 
moneylenders.  When he finds he cannot repay the loan, the thugs take Yazmina as 
payment. Yasmina escapes her captives and is forced to live on the streets in an unknown 
town.  Luckily for her she is taken in by the Women’s Ministry and is subsequently 
introduced to  Sunny, who employs her in the cafe.  However, Yasmina has a secret . .. 
 
A regular visitor to the cafe is Candace. She is a fundraiser for her new, attractive 
boyfriend, Wakil.  He oversees the running of a new orphanage and school. On visiting the 
compound, Candace is unnerved by what she sees there.   At the cafe she meets Isobel, 
an international journalist who is passionate in her quest for justice and not averse to 
taking risks. Isobel questions Wakil’s motives for funding the orphanage and school and 
upon further investigation finds some disturbing truths.   
 
As the story progresses the author intertwines the relationships of these cafe visitors into 
an intriguing, romantic and sometimes shocking story line.  The book gives some insight 
into life in Kabul for natives and visitors and informs the reader of the way of life for many 
Afghans. 
 
Amid trauma and trouble, people come together to help each other.  A lovely, 
unsentimental story based on the author’s true experiences. 
 
£7.99          ISBN 978-0-7515-5040-5   

Established since 1985 
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter 
 

The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of 
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal.  It is 
designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish.  It is intended 
that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should provide an 
opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed. 
 

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a 
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane 
Heskey) but no official reporters.  An interest magazine, therefore, depends on 
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby 
which can be sent to: 
 

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish Council, Station 
House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA  
Tel. 0208 270 1149 
 

or email to    newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk 
 

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of 
November, February, May and August for the respective quarterly 
issues.   
 

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes changes 
have to be made to the length of a contribution.  Non-controversial articles cannot 
always be published immediately but they will appear later unless the contributor is 
told otherwise.  Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, have a greater chance of 
being published in full than longer ones. 
 

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the 
material must accompany the contribution.  If you do not want your name 
published you must make that clear.  However, articles without the author’s name 
are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial.  Ultimately the 
responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto powers 
as to content. 
 

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below.  Payment and details must 
be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although we do 
prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration. 
 

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready 
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready 
3. Quarter Page, £10.00 
4. One Eighth Page or less, £7.00 
(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)  
 

All cheques should be made out to Takeley Parish Council and sent to  
Jane Heskey. 

mailto:newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk
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